
Rep. Ed Case Visits HHHRC
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On July 3, Representative Ed Case visited HHHRC’s offices to learn more about the Hawaii Opioid
Initiative, Honolulu’s law enforcement assisted diversion (LEAD) program, and HHHRC’s overdose
prevention training program. He also talked story with those who’ve been impacted by substance
use, housing instability, and the criminal justice system. This included HHHRC client Aurelius
Warren, who was featured earlier this year in the Honolulu Star-Advertiser and HHHRC outreach
worker Paij Emmanuel, who was featured earlier this year in a Civil Beat column by Denby Fawcett.
 
“We were delighted to introduce Representative Case to our programs, our staff, and the people
that we serve. We look forward to continuing the conversation with his office on how to advance
improved health outcomes for underserved populations by reducing stigma and facilitating better
access to medical care and social services,” said HHHRC Executive Director Heather Lusk.

Motivational Interviewing Training Available on
July 31

A daylong experiential training on motivational interviewing with Kathleen Rhoads Merriam, LSW,
CSAC, of the Adult Mental Health Division at the Hawaii Department of Health, and HHHRC
Executive Director Heather Lusk, MSW, will be offered at HHHRC on July 31 from 8:30AM-4:00PM.
 

https://case.house.gov/
https://www.hawaiiopioid.org/
https://www.hhhrc.org/lead
https://www.staradvertiser.com/2019/05/18/hawaii-news/tenacious-social-workers-get-woman-into-new-quarters/
https://www.civilbeat.org/2019/04/denby-fawcett-why-hawaii-has-many-opioid-users-but-few-overdose-deaths/


Motivational interviewing is an effective treatment approach to promote behavioral change with
clients and patients with low levels of readiness for change. The $50 registration fee includes free
continuing education credits for CSACs, and discounted “early bird” parking is available for $12. Click
here for more information, and here to register online.

World Hepatitis Day 2019 & Hepatitis
Elimination Planning Summit

July 28 is World Hepatitis Day. Worldwide, 300 million are living with viral hepatitis unaware of their
status. Without screening, persons with hepatitis are not able to take actions necessary to protect
themselves and others.
 
Hepatitis is one of four disease-specific global awareness days officially endorsed by the World
Health Organization. The theme of World Hepatitis Day 2019 is “Find the Missing Millions,”
emphasizing the need to screen, diagnose, and treat those living with viral hepatitis and provide
vaccination for those who can benefit. The federal Centers for Disease Control recommend that all
persons born between 1945 and 1965 get tested for hepatitis C and that infants and persons
younger than 19 get vaccinated.
 
Hepatitis contributes to Hawaii having one of the highest rates of liver cancer in the nation. The
elimination of viral hepatitis in Hawaii is an important and achievable public health priority. Toward
that end, Hep Free Hawaii will convene a Hepatitis Elimination Planning summit in Honolulu on July
28.

Celebrate Pride with Splash Day at Wet ‘n’ Wild
Hawaii this Sunday, July 21

 Our allies at Hawaii LGBT Legacy Founda on are hos ng Splash 2019 at Wet ‘n’ Wild this Sunday,
July 21, to celebrate Pride 2019. Visit the website of Wet ‘n’ Wild Hawaii and enter promo code
PRIDE19 for tickets at a discounted price!

Save the Date: Honoring 30 years of Syringe
Access on Overdose Awareness Day

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK64964/
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/4dce6e_0e793c4dad5d46fb95ac83db96170abc.pdf
https://www.hhhrc.org/july31mitraining
http://www.worldhepatitisday.org/
https://hawaiilgbtlegacyfoundation.com/
https://hawaiilgbtlegacyfoundation.com/
https://www.wetnwildhawaii.com/


On Thursday, August 29 , HHHRC will host Overdose Awareness Day at Harris United Methodist
Church. This year we will feature a program to commemorates 30 years of legal syringe exchange in
Hawaii. Our state government was the first to support publicly-funded access to syringes to curb the
incidence of HIV and hepatitis C among persons who inject drugs. More details to come. 

Mahalo to Board Members Past & Present

HHHRC extends it deepest gratitude to those who recently left its Board of Directors: Dr. Dominic
Chow, Clint Spencer Clinic Medical Director; Richelle Concepcion, Clinical Psychologist at Schofield
Barracks Health Clinic; and Velma Hulihee-Carstensen, Sales Manager at Hard Rock Café.
 
Welcome to our new board members: Nick Aiello, QUEST Integration social worker with Kaiser
Permanente; Brandon Kamigaki, Sales Manager at Servco Pacific; and Dr. Jill Omori of the John A.
Burns School of Medicine. Earlier this year, Kaiser Permanente donated $10,000 to HHHRC in
recognition of Nick’s community volunteer efforts. Brandon was one of the top individual fundraisers
for this year’s AIDS Walk.

Circle of Giving

Mahalo again to all who participated and supported this year’s AIDS Walk. If you wish to support
the walk please visit the walk’s website. You may also lend your support to HHHRC online.
 
We are also looking for items to include in hygiene kits that we provide to those who are
unsheltered, unstably housed, or in need. Priority items requested: disposable razors, toothbrushes,
travel-size bar soap, travel-size toothpaste, travel-size toothpaste, shaving cream, band-aids, and
shampoo. Deodorant and dental floss would also be helpful. Our front office will be happy to receive
your in-person donation.
 
Thank you in advance for your generosity!

https://secure.qgiv.com/event/honoluluaidswalk


Donate Today

Hawai'i Health & Harm Reduction Center * 677 Ala Moana Blvd Suite 226, Honolulu Hawaii 96813

STAY CONNECTED

     

https://www.hhhrc.org/donate
https://www.facebook.com/hawaiihealthandharmreduction
https://twitter.com/hawaiihhrc
http://hawaiihealthandharmreduction

