
U.S. Surgeon General Visits Syringe Exchange
Van, HHHRC Office

HHHRC was honored to host U.S.
Surgeon General Jerome Adams on
July 31. Dr. Adams visited the
syringe exchange van in downtown
Honolulu and took great interest in
the supplies and services provided
to program clients.
 
Dr. Adams then toured HHHRC’s
office in Kakaako with his staff and
other distinguished guests,
including Lieutenant Governor Josh
Green and Hawaiʿi State
Department of Health officials. He
was interested to learn more about
HHHRC’s overdose prevention
training and distribution of
intranasal naloxone. In 2018, his
office issued an Advisory on
Naloxone and Opioid Overdose that
he considers “the most significant
achievement of [his] first year as
surgeon general.”
 
Dr. Adams, Vice Admiral in the U.S.
Public health Service Commissioned
Corps, has been candid about his
family’s struggle with substance
use disorder. “I tell my family’s
story because far too many are

facing the same worries for their loved ones,” he wrote in the preface to “The Surgeon General’s
Spotlight on Opioids.”
 
“We were delighted to have the opportunity to welcome Dr. Adams and support his efforts to
advance evidence-based public health strategies to address substance use and other behavioral
health concerns. It’s heartening to see that he took great interest in our longstanding syringe
exchange program. Hopefully he can address the lack of life-saving services provided by syringe
programs in so many parts of the country,” said HHHRC Executive Director Heather Lusk.

Join Us on Thursday, August 29, for
International Overdose Awareness Day &

https://www.hhs.gov/surgeongeneral/priorities/opioids-and-addiction/naloxone-advisory/index.html
http://www.publichealthnewswire.org/?p=20898
https://www.statnews.com/2017/12/07/surgeon-general-and-his-brother/
https://addiction.surgeongeneral.gov/sites/default/files/Spotlight-on-Opioids_09192018.pdf


30 Years of Syringe Access

HHHRC and members of the community will observe International Overdose Awareness Day at
Harris United Methodist Church, located at 20 S. Vineyard Blvd. The program will run between
11:30am-2pm.
 
In addi on to honoring those who have passed and highligh ng efforts to reduce overdose among
persons who inject drugs, we will be celebrating three decades of syringe access in Hawaiʿi. In 1989,
Hawaiʿi was the first state in the na on to authorize syringe exchange services to help prevent the
spread of HIV. A endees will learn more about history and legacy of syringe exchange through a
short film by award-winning director Alexander Bocchieri and a panel discussion moderated by
HHHRC Manager Leilani Maxera. The panel will include many key figures who helped ini ate
Hawaiʿi’s program, including Peter Whi car of the Hawaiʿi State Department of Health, former
State Sen. Suzanne Chun-Oakland, and Pam Lichty, co-founder of the Drug Policy Forum of Hawaiʿi. 

Honolulu Civil Beat Article Highlights
Naloxone’s Key Role in Reversing Drug

Overdoses

https://www.overdoseday.com/
https://www.hhhrc.org/?lightbox=dataItem-jnf30185
http://www.abocchieri.com/


Overdose prevention tra ining and ki ts  l i ke these are ava i lable via  HHHRC

HHHRC’s Leilani Maxera was featured in a story about its training program and free distribution of
naloxone on Oahu, Maui, Kauai, and Hawaiʿi island to prevent overdose-related deaths. The Hawaiʿi
State Department of Health is a partner in the ongoing effort.
 
The article also featured a picture of the U.S. Surgeon General and HHHRC’s Hana Barrineau in the
syringe exchange van going over materials.
 
Drug overdose is the leading cause of accidental death in Hawaiʿi.
 
Click here to read the full article.

Position Statement on Maunakea

“We firmly support the right of Native Hawaiians to maintain their identity through language,
collective association, cultural and spiritual expression, and stewardship of Hawaiʿi’s natural
environment…. We support the protectors of Maunakea and stand in solidarity with all indigenous
people fighting to protect their cultural and natural resources.” Click here for HHHRC’s full position
statement.

Lust for Life at Artistry Honolulu a Success

Mahalo to everyone who came out to support Lust for Life that took place on Saturday August 10th
at Artistry Honolulu. The event was well attended and raised $8,000 to benefit the Hawai'i Health
& Harm Reduction Center. A special mahalo to Leo Lieu who organized the festive event in HHHRC's
honor.

Circle of Giving

Give Aloha to HHHRC at
Foodland! Through the month of

https://www.civilbeat.org/2019/08/naloxone-is-reversing-potentially-fatal-drug-overdoses-in-hawaii/
https://www.hhhrc.org/policy-positions


September Foodland customers
can support HHHRC through its
Annual Community Matching Gifts
Program. At checkout, inform the
cashier that you’d like to donate
to Hawaiʿi Health & Harm
Reduction Center, code number
78953. Donations are accepted at
any Foodland, Sack N Save, or
Foodland Farms checkout. Our
organization will receive 100% of
all customer donations given to
us, plus each donation made with
a Maika'i card will be partially matched by a gift from Foodland and the Western Union Foundation.
We are pleased to have a banner at Foodland Dillingham.

Donate Today

Hawai'i Health & Harm Reduction Center * 677 Ala Moana Blvd Suite 226, Honolulu Hawaii 96813

STAY CONNECTED

     

https://www.hhhrc.org/donate
https://www.facebook.com/hawaiihealthandharmreduction
https://twitter.com/hawaiihhrc
http://hawaiihealthandharmreduction

